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Abstract. We consider the spectral definition of the fractional Laplace operator and study a
basic linear problem involving this operator and singular forcing. In two dimensions, we introduce
an appropriate weak formulation in fractional Sobolev spaces and prove that it is well-posed. As an
application of these results, we analyze a pointwise tracking optimal control problem for fractional
diffusion. We also develop a finite element scheme for the linear problem using continuous, piecewise
linear functions, prove a convergence result in energy norm, and derive an error bound in L2(Ω).
Finally, we propose a practical scheme based on a diagonalization technique and derive an error
bound in L2(Ω) using a regularization argument.
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1. Introduction. The aim of this paper is to study the following boundary value
problem for fractional diffusion with a measure-valued right-hand side:

(1.1) (−∆)su = µ in Ω,

where Ω ⊂ R2 is a bounded, convex polygon, (−∆)s denotes the fractional Laplace
operator in the sense of spectral theory, s ∈ ( 12 , 1), and µ is a Radon measure; see
section 2 for notation.

One motivation for studying (1.1) is an optimal control problem with pointwise
tracking. Let D ⊂ Ω be a finite set of observable points, {uz}z∈D ⊂ R a set of desired
states, and α > 0 a regularization parameter. We introduce the cost functional

(1.2) J(u, q) :=
1

2

∑
z∈D

|u(z)− uz|2 +
α

2
∥q∥2L2(Ω).

Given a function f and the control bounds a, b ∈ R, which are such that −∞ < a <
b <∞, the pointwise tracking optimal control problem is: Find min J(u, q) such that

(1.3) (−∆)su = f+ q in Ω, q ∈ Qad :=
{
v ∈ L2(Ω) : a ≤ v(x) ≤ b a.e. x ∈ Ω

}
.

One of the main difficulties in both the analysis and discretization of this control
problem is that the so-called adjoint problem, which is essential in the analysis, is a
fractional PDE with a singular right-hand side, similar to problem (1.1); namely:

(−∆)sp =
∑
z∈D

(u(z)− uz)δz in Ω.

Here, δz denotes the Dirac delta supported at z.
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Several papers address the analysis of nonlocal equations with a measure as a
right-hand side; see, for example, [25, 12, 26, 20, 2, 7]. In particular, [26] consid-
ers general nonlinear (possibly degenerate or singular) integro-differential equations.
Despite these advances, most available results have been derived for problems in-
volving the integral definition of the fractional Laplace operator. To the best of our
knowledge, the analysis of problem (1.1) is not available in the literature. Regard-
ing discretization, the problem is open for both the spectral and integral definitions.
Therefore, our goal in this work is to develop a suitable weak formulation in fractional
Sobolev spaces, analyze this formulation, discretize it using finite elements, and derive
convergence results and error bounds.

We organize our presentation as follows. In section 2 we establish notation, define
the spectral fractional Laplacian, and present some of its properties. The analysis of
(1.1) is carried out in section 3. In section 4 we apply these results to analyze the
pointwise tracking optimal control problem (1.2)–(1.3). We establish existence and
uniqueness of an optimal solution and derive optimality conditions. With the results
of section 3 at hand, section 5 describes the discrete framework we shall adopt for
the numerical approximation of the linear problem (1.1). In particular, we define the
discrete Laplacian, its fractional powers, and recall some norms on discrete spaces that
arise from it. An ideal scheme, i.e., one that fully mimics the continuous framework
is developed and analyzed in section 6, where we show that this method converges
at an optimal rate in L2(Ω). However, this method is not amenable to practical
implementation. For this reason, in section 7, we present a practical scheme and show
that it converges, again in L2(Ω), with the same rate as our ideal scheme does. Some
qualitative numerical illustrations are presented in section 8.

2. Notation and preliminary remarks. We begin by introducing some rela-
tions that we will use in our work. A := B denotes equality by definition. C =: D
stands for D := C. A ≲ B means A ≤ cB for a nonessential constant c that may
change at each occurrence. A ≳ B means B ≲ A. Finally, A ≂ B is the short form
for A ≲ B ≲ A.

Let Ω ⊂ R2 be a bounded, convex polygon. Throughout the text, we use stan-
dard notation for classical Lebesgue and Sobolev spaces. The space of finite Radon
measures on Ω is denoted by M(Ω); see [16, Definition 1.9]. The duality pairing
between M(Ω) and C0(Ω̄) — the space of continuous functions in Ω̄ vanishing on ∂Ω
— will be denoted by ⟨·, ·⟩.

With respect to our problem data, we assume that s ∈ ( 12 , 1) and that µ ∈ M(Ω).

2.1. The spectral fractional Laplacian. We now briefly describe the con-
struction of the spectral fractional Laplacian [8, 10, 36]. For further details, we refer
the reader to [31, 3, 5].

The eigenvalue problem: Find (λ, φ) ∈ R×H1
0 (Ω) \ {0} such that

(2.1) (∇φ,∇v)L2(Ω) = λ(φ, v)L2(Ω) ∀v ∈ H1
0 (Ω)

has a countable collection of solutions {(λk, φk)}∞k=1 ⊂ R+×H1
0 (Ω) such that {φk}∞k=1

is an orthonormal basis of L2(Ω) and an orthogonal basis of H1
0 (Ω) [4].

For r ≥ 0 we define, in terms of the sequence of eigenpairs {(λk, φk)}∞k=1,

(2.2) Hr(Ω) :=

{
w =

∞∑
k=1

wkφk :

∞∑
k=1

λrk|wk|2 <∞

}
,
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with norm

(2.3) ∥w∥Hr(Ω) :=

( ∞∑
k=1

λrk|wk|2
) 1

2

.

For r > 0, H−r(Ω) is the dual space of Hr(Ω). The duality pairing between H−r(Ω)
and Hr(Ω) is denoted by −r⟨·, ·⟩r. With −r⟨·, ·⟩r we can extend the definition of the
norm in (2.3) to negative values of r. In fact, through this duality pairing, we can
identify an element f of H−r(Ω) with a sequence {fk}∞k=1 such that∑

λ−r
k f2k =: ∥f∥2H−r(Ω) <∞.

For s ∈ (0, 1) and w ∈ C∞
0 (Ω), we thus define the spectral fractional Laplacian as

[8, 10, 36]

(2.4) (−∆)sw :=

∞∑
k=1

λskwkφk, wk :=

ˆ
Ω

wφk dx.

The operator (−∆)s can be extended to Hs(Ω) by density: (−∆)s : Hs(Ω) → H−s(Ω).
We note that (−∆)s is an isomorphism between Hs(Ω) and its dual space H−s(Ω).

Given the definition of the spectral fractional Laplacian in terms of {(λk, φk)}∞k=1,
the spaces Hr(Ω) are natural for problems involving this definition. However, in the
following analysis, we will need the relationship between Hr(Ω) and the classical
fractional Sobolev spaces. To address this, we note that the spaces Hr(Ω) can also be
obtained as intermediate spaces in the sense of [27, Chapter 1]; namely, we have

Hr(Ω) = D((−∆)r/2).

For r ≥ 0 these spaces are Hilbert when endowed with the norm

∥w∥r := ∥(−∆)r/2w∥L2(Ω);

see also [27, Remark 7.6]. From this, the following characterization of the spaces
Hr(Ω) can be derived; see [27, 30, 37, 19, 11, 6] for details.

Proposition 2.1 (characterization of Hr(Ω) for r ∈ (0, 2)). We have that

Hr(Ω) =


Hr(Ω), r ∈

[
0, 12

)
,

H
1
2
00(Ω), r = 1

2 ,

Hr
0 (Ω), r ∈

(
1
2 , 1
]
,

with equivalent norms. Moreover, if r ∈ (1, 2), then Hr(Ω) = H1
0 (Ω) ∩ Hr(Ω), with

equivalent norms.

For future reference, it should be mentioned that the inverse of (−∆)s can be
given by the so-called Balakrishnan formula; see [28, eq. (4.4)] or [4, Section 10.4]

(2.5) (−∆)−s =
2 sin(πs)

π

ˆ ∞

0

t1−2s(t2I −∆)−1 dt.
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3. Analysis of the problem. We now begin the analysis of problem (1.1). For
this purpose, given s ∈ ( 12 , 1), we choose θ ∈ (1− s, s) and define

(3.1) A : Hs−θ(Ω)×Hs+θ(Ω) → R, (v, w) 7→ A(v, w) :=

∞∑
k=1

λskvkwk,

where

v =

∞∑
k=1

vkφk, w =

∞∑
k=1

wkφk.

It is clear that the parameters s and θ satisfy the following important inequalities:

(3.2) s− θ > 0, 1 < s+ θ < 2s < 2.

Having defined the formA, we propose the following weak formulation for problem
(1.1): Find u ∈ Hs−θ(Ω) such that

(3.3) A(u, v) = ⟨µ, v⟩, ∀v ∈ Hs+θ(Ω).

The following remark is now in order.

Remark 3.1 (on the role of s and θ in (3.3)). Note that s − θ > 0 implies we
seek for a solution in a fractional Sobolev space with differentiability index s− θ > 0:
Hs−θ(Ω). Second, since 1 < s+ θ < 2s, we have that Hs+θ−1(Ω) ↪→ Lp(Ω) for every
p ≤ p⋆ = 2/(2−s−θ) [14, Theorem 6.7] and thus that Hs+θ(Ω) ↪→W 1,p⋆

(Ω) ↪→ C(Ω̄)
[1, Theorem 4.12, Part II] because p⋆ > 2. Consequently, µ defines a bounded linear
functional on Hs+θ(Ω), and the right-hand side of problem (3.3) is well defined.

To prove the well posedness of problem (3.3), it suffices to show that the conditions
of the so-called BNB theorem [15, Theorem 25.9] are satisfied.

Theorem 3.2 (BNB). The bilinear form A is bounded and satisfies

inf
v∈Hs−θ(Ω)

sup
w∈Hs+θ(Ω)

A(v, w)

∥v∥Hs−θ(Ω)∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω)

≥ 1(3.4)

inf
w∈Hs+θ(Ω)

sup
v∈Hs−θ(Ω)

A(v, w)

∥v∥Hs−θ(Ω)∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω)

≥ 1.(3.5)

Consequently, for every µ ∈ M(Ω), problem (3.3) has a unique solution u ∈ Hs−θ(Ω)
that satisfies the stability bound

(3.6) ∥u∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≲ ∥µ∥M(Ω),

where the implicit constant depends only on s, θ, and Ω.

Proof. The boundedness of the bilinear form A is nothing but an observation. In
fact, if v ∈ Hs−θ(Ω) and w ∈ Hs+θ(Ω), then

|A(v, w)| =

∣∣∣∣∣
∞∑
k=1

λskvkwk

∣∣∣∣∣ =
∣∣∣∣∣
∞∑
k=1

λ
(s−θ)/2
k vkλ

(s+θ)/2
k wk

∣∣∣∣∣
≤

( ∞∑
k=1

λs−θ
k |vk|2

) 1
2
( ∞∑

k=1

λs+θ
k |wk|2

) 1
2

= ∥v∥Hs−θ(Ω)∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω).
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We now prove the inf-sup condition

(3.7) inf
v∈Hs−θ(Ω)

sup
w∈Hs+θ(Ω)

A(v, w)

∥v∥Hs−θ(Ω)∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω)

≥ 1.

To do this, we proceed as follows. Given v =
∑∞

k=1 vkφk ∈ Hs−θ(Ω), we define

wk := λ−θ
k vk, wv :=

∞∑
k=1

wkφk.

With this definition it follows that A(v, wv) = ∥v∥2Hs−θ(Ω). In fact,

A(v, wv) =

∞∑
k=1

λskvk
(
λ−θ
k vk

)
=

∞∑
k=1

λs−θ
k |vk|2 = ∥v∥2Hs−θ(Ω).

In addition, we have that

∥wv∥2Hs+θ(Ω) =

∞∑
k=1

λs+θ
k |wk|2 =

∞∑
k=1

λs+θ
k |λ−θ

k vk|2 =

∞∑
k=1

λs−θ
k |vk|2 = ∥v∥2Hs−θ(Ω).

As a result, we obtain

sup
w∈Hs+θ(Ω)

A(v, w)

∥v∥Hs−θ(Ω)∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω)

≥ A(v, wv)

∥v∥Hs−θ(Ω)∥wv∥Hs+θ(Ω)

= 1,

which implies the inf-sup condition (3.7).
The proof of the inf-sup condition

(3.8) inf
w∈Hs+θ(Ω)

sup
v∈Hs−θ(Ω)

A(v, w)

∥v∥Hs−θ(Ω)∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω)

≥ 1

is similar and it is omitted for the sake of brevity.
With the inf-sup conditions (3.7) and (3.8) established, we have shown that A

satisfies all the conditions of the BNB theorem [15, Theorem 25.9].
Finally, since 1 < s+ θ < 2s, we have that

∥µ∥H−s−θ(Ω) = sup
w∈Hs+θ(Ω)

⟨µ,w⟩
∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω)

≤ ∥µ∥M(Ω) sup
w∈Hs+θ(Ω)

∥w∥C(Ω̄)

∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω)

≲ ∥µ∥M(Ω),

where we have used that ∥w∥C(Ω̄) ≤ C∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω) with a constant C that depends on
s, θ, and Ω; see Remark 3.1 for details.

The desired result follows from a direct application of the BNB theorem [15,
Theorem 25.9], [32, Theorem 2.2]. This concludes the proof.

Remark 3.3 (scaling). To gain intuition, we consider the case of µ = δz, the
Dirac measure supported at the point z ∈ Ω. In this case, as shown in [9, Theorem
2.7], the fundamental solution (Green’s function) behaves as

G(x, z) ≂ |x− z|−2+2s, x, z ∈ Ω, x ̸= z.

We note that, provided p < 1
1−s , we have

ˆ
Ω

|G(x, z)|p dx ≂
ˆ diamΩ

0

rp(−2+2s)r dr <∞.
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Let now β be a multi-index. Then,

∂βx G(x, z) ≂ |x− z|−2+2s−|β|, x, z ∈ Ω, x ̸= z.

This implies that, provided |β| < 2s− 1, we have

ˆ
Ω

|∂βx G(x, z)|2 dx ≂
ˆ diamΩ

0

r2(−2+2s−|β|)r dr <∞,

i.e., ∂βx G ∈ L2(Ω). Thus, we may want to set, at least formally, |β| = s − θ so that
G(·, z) ∈ Hs−θ(Ω). However, for this to be possible, we must require

s− θ < 2s− 1 =⇒ s+ θ > 1.

This is consistent with the assumptions we have imposed on s and θ; see the inequal-
ities in (3.2) and Remark 3.1.

4. The pointwise tracking optimal control problem. We now apply the
results we have obtained so far, and precisely describe the pointwise tracking optimal
control problem introduced in section 1. We establish existence and uniqueness of an
optimal solution and derive first-order necessary and sufficient optimality conditions.

We recall that Ω ⊂ R2 is a bounded, convex polygon, and that s ∈ ( 12 , 1). We
begin our analysis by introducing the bilinear form

(4.1) B : Hs(Ω)×Hs(Ω) → R, (v, w) 7→ B(v, w) := ⟨(−∆)sv, w⟩−s s =

∞∑
k=1

λskvkwk.

Given f ∈ L2(Ω), we formulate the pointwise tracking optimal control problem as
follows: Find

(4.2) min {J(u, q) : (u, q) ∈ Hs(Ω)×Qad} ,

subject to the state equation

(4.3) u ∈ Hs(Ω) : B(u, v) =
ˆ
Ω

(f+ q) v dx ∀v ∈ Hs(Ω).

We recall that the functional J is defined in (1.2) and the set Qad ⊂ L2(Ω) is defined
in (1.3). The control bounds a, b ∈ R verify −∞ < a < b < ∞. A straightforward
application of the Lax-Milgram lemma shows that, for every q ∈ Qad, there is a
unique solution u ∈ Hs(Ω) to problem (4.3). In addition, since f + q ∈ L2(Ω), it
follows directly from (2.2) that u ∈ H2s(Ω). Therefore, by invoking Proposition 2.1,
the fact that s > 1

2 , and the Sobolev embedding H2s(Ω) ↪→ C(Ω̄); see [14, Theorem
6.7] and [1, Theorem 4.12, Part II], we deduce that point evaluations of u are well-
defined and, consequently, so is the cost functional.

The next ingredient in the analysis is to introduce the control-to-state map

S : L2(Ω) → Hs(Ω) ∩ C(Ω̄), q 7→ u := Sq,

which maps q ∈ L2(Ω) to the unique u ∈ Hs(Ω)∩C(Ω̄) that solves (4.3). We emphasize
that, since s > 1

2 , the Sobolev embedding H2s(Ω) ↪→ C(Ω̄) guarantees that S is well-
defined. Moreover, S is an affine and continuous map; specifically,

(4.4) ∥u∥Hs(Ω) + ∥u∥C(Ω̄) ≲ ∥f∥L2(Ω) + ∥q∥L2(Ω).
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With this operator at hand, we define the reduced cost functional

(4.5) j : Qad → R, q 7→ j(q) := J(Sq, q) = 1

2

∑
z∈D

|Sq(z)− uz|2 +
α

2
∥q∥2L2(Ω).

Let us now show the existence and uniqueness of an optimal control.

Theorem 4.1 (existence and uniqueness). The pointwise tracking optimal control
problem (4.2)–(4.3) has a unique solution (ū, q̄) ∈ Hs(Ω)×Qad.

Proof. The set Qad ⊂ L2(Ω) is nonempty, closed, bounded, and convex. Therefore
it is weakly sequentially compact in L2(Ω). Next we observe that the reduced cost
functional j is continuous and, since α > 0, it is strictly convex. Consequently, j is
weakly lower semicontinuous. We now note that the Sobolev embedding H2s(Ω) ↪→
C(Ω̄) is not only continuous but also compact [14, Corollary 7.2]. The assertion thus
follows by applying the direct method of the calculus of variations, as in the proof of
[39, Theorem 2.14]. Uniqueness follows from the strict convexity of j.

The following result is classical [39, Lemma 2.21]: the control q̄ ∈ Qad is optimal
for problem (4.2)–(4.3) if and only if

(4.6) j′(q̄)(q − q̄) ≥ 0 ∀q ∈ Qad.

To explore this variational inequality and to obtain first-order optimality conditions,
we introduce the so-called adjoint problem: Find p ∈ Hs−θ(Ω) such that

(4.7) A(p, v) =
∑
z∈D

⟨(u(z)− uz)δz, v⟩ ∀v ∈ Hs+θ(Ω).

Here, as before, θ ∈ (1 − s, s). An immediate application of Theorem 3.2 yields the
existence and uniqueness of the adjoint state p, along with its stability bound:

(4.8) ∥p∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≲
∑
z∈D

∥u(z)− uz∥C(Ω̄) ≲ ∥f∥L2(Ω) + ∥q∥L2(Ω) +
∑
z∈D

|uz|,

where we have used the stability bound (4.4).
We are now in a position to show first-order optimality conditions for our problem.

Theorem 4.2 (optimality conditions). The control q̄ ∈ Qad is optimal for the
pointwise tracking optimal control problem (4.2)—(4.3) if and only if

(4.9)

ˆ
Ω

(p̄+ αq̄) (q − q̄) dx ≥ 0 ∀q ∈ Qad.

Here, p̄ ∈ Hs−θ(Ω) is the unique solution to (4.7) with ū = S q̄.
Proof. From (4.6) we immediately deduce that, for every q ∈ Qad,

(4.10) 0 ≤ j′(q̄)(q − q̄) =
∑
z∈D

(S q̄(z)− uz)S(q − q̄)(z) + α

ˆ
Ω

q̄(q − q̄) dx.

The second term on the right hand side of the previous expression is already present in
(4.9), so we focus on the first term. Let q ∈ Qad and set u = Sq and ū = S q̄. From (2.2)
we deduce that u, ū ∈ H2s(Ω). Next, since s + θ < 2s, we have H2s(Ω) ↪→ Hs+θ(Ω).
As a result, v = u− ū ∈ Hs+θ(Ω) is an admissible test function in (4.7). Thus,

(4.11) A(p̄, u− ū) =
∑
z∈D

⟨(ū(z)− uz)δz, u− ū⟩ =
∑
z∈D

(ū(z)− uz)(u(z)− ū(z)).
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On the other hand, we would like to set v = p ∈ Hs−θ(Ω) in the problem that u − ū
solves. If that were possible, we would obtain

(4.12) B(u− ū, p̄) =

ˆ
Ω

(q − q̄) p̄dx.

However, p ∈ Hs−θ(Ω) \Hs(Ω), so (4.12) must be justified with a different argument.
To achieve this, we let {pn}n∈N ⊂ C∞

0 (Ω) be such that pn → p̄ in Hs−θ(Ω). Since, for
every n ∈ N, we have pn ∈ Hs(Ω), we can set v = pn in the problem that u− ū solves
to obtain that

B(u− ū, pn) =

ˆ
Ω

(q − q̄) pn dx ∀n ∈ N.

Since u− ū ∈ H2s(Ω) ↪→ Hs+θ(Ω), we have that

B(u− ū, pn) = A(pn, u− ū).

We now invoke the continuity of A to obtain

A(p̄, u− ū) =

ˆ
Ω

(q − q̄) p̄dx.

From this and identity (4.11), we conclude that

ˆ
Ω

(q − q̄) p̄dx =
∑
z∈D

(ū(z)− uz)(u(z)− ū(z)).

The desired variational inequality then follows from (4.10).

Define the projection operator

Π[a,b] : L
1(Ω) → Qad, Π[a,b](v) = min{b,max{a, v}}.

Following [39, Section 2.8.2] we derive that q̄ solves (4.9) if and only if

q̄ = Π[a,b]

(
−α−1p̄

)
, a.e. in Ω.

An immediate application of [33, Theorem 1] shows that q̄ ∈ Hs−θ(Ω).

5. Discretization. We will perform the discretization using finite elements.
Since Ω is a polygon, it can be meshed exactly. We thus introduce T = {Th}h>0,
a quasiuniform family of conforming triangular meshes of Ω̄. The parameter h > 0
denotes the mesh size of Th. By V (Th), we denote the space of continuous functions
that are piecewise linear with respect to the mesh Th and vanish on ∂Ω. We note
that V (Th) satisfies V (Th) ⊂ Hr(Ω) for all r ∈ [0, 32 ). Given h > 0, we denote

Nh = dimV (Th).

We also introduce {ϕn}Nh
n=1, the canonical nodal basis of V (Th). As a final ingredient,

we introduce the dual basis {ϕ⋆n}
Nh
n=1 of V (Th), which satisfies

(5.1)

ˆ
Ω

ϕnϕ
⋆
m dx = δn,m, n,m = 1, . . . , Nh.
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In our constructions, we will need an interpolant Ih that is stable in Hr(Ω) and
has suitable approximation properties, namely,

∥Ihw∥Hr(Ω) ≲ ∥w∥Hr(Ω), r ∈
[
0,

3

2

)
,(5.2)

∥w − Ihw∥Ht(Ω) ≲ hm−t∥w∥Hm(Ω), m ∈ [0, 2], t ∈
[
0,min

{
3

2
,m

}]
.(5.3)

A suitable choice is the so-called Scott-Zhang interpolant [13, 17]. A proof of the
stability property for the Scott-Zhang interpolant is given in [17, Corollary 3.7]. To
see this, we set m = 2 and q = 2 in estimate (3.27) of that reference to obtain

∥Ihw∥
B

3
2
γ

2 (L2(Ω))
≲ ∥w∥

B
3
2
γ

2 (L2(Ω))
∀w ∈ B

3
2γ
2 (L2(Ω)),

where γ ∈ (0, 1). We then choose γ appropriately and use B
3
2γ
2 (Ω) = H

3
2γ(Ω) to

deduce, for r ∈ [0, 3/2), the bound

∥Ihw∥Hr(Ω) ≲ ∥w∥Hr(Ω), ∀w ∈ Hr(Ω).

5.1. The discrete Laplacian. We introduce the discrete Laplacian as the linear
mapping ∆h : V (Th) → V (Th) defined by

(5.4)

ˆ
Ω

∆hvhwh dx = −
ˆ
Ω

∇vh · ∇wh dx ∀vh, wh ∈ V (Th).

From its definition, it follows that the map ∆h is symmetric, invertible, and negative
definite. Therefore, the classical spectral theorem of linear algebra guarantees that
there exists {(Φn,Λn)}Nh

n=1 ⊂ V (Th)×R+ such that

(5.5) −∆hΦn = ΛnΦn, n = 1, . . . , Nh,

i.e.,

ˆ
Ω

−∆hΦnwh dx =

ˆ
Ω

∇Φn · ∇wh dx = Λn

ˆ
Ω

Φnwh dx ∀wh ∈ V (Th).

The set of eigenfunctions {Φn}Nh
n=1 is an orthonormal basis of V (Th) in L

2(Ω) and an
orthogonal basis of V (Th) in H

1
0 (Ω). In other words, this family satisfies

(5.6)

ˆ
Ω

ΦnΦm dx = δn,m,

ˆ
Ω

∇Φn · ∇Φm dx = Λnδn,m, n,m = 1, . . . , Nh.

Finally, we note that the eigenvalues satisfy the bounds

(5.7) C−2
P ≤ Λ1 < Λ2 ≤ · · · ≤ ΛNh

≲ h−2,

where CP denotes the best constant in Poincaré’s inequality. The bound C−2
P ≤ Λ1

follows from the properties of the Rayleigh quotient and a Poincaré inequality, and a
proof of the bound ΛNh

≲ h−2 can be found in [38, page 53]; the latter relies on the
quasiuniformity of the meshes.
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Remark 5.1 (coefficient vectors). Notice that wh ∈ V (Th) has two “canonical”
representations. Indeed, we may write

wh =

Nh∑
n=1

ŴnΦn, wh =

Nh∑
n=1

Wnϕn.

It is clear that, in general, Wn ̸= Ŵn, where n ∈ {1, . . . , Nh}.
For r ∈ R, we may then define (−∆h)

r : V (Th) → V (Th) as follows. If

wh =

Nh∑
n=1

ŴnΦn ∈ V (Th),

then

(5.8) (−∆h)
rwh :=

Nh∑
n=1

Λr
nŴnΦn ∈ V (Th).

How the powers of the discrete Dirichlet Laplacian approximate the powers of the
Dirichlet Laplacian was studied in [29]. In particular, since Ω is convex, we have that,
for every r ∈ [0, 1] and F ∈ L2(Ω),

(5.9)
∥∥(−∆)−rF − (−∆h)

−rPhF
∥∥
L2(Ω)

≲ h2r∥F∥L2(Ω).

Here, Ph denotes the L2-projection onto V (Th). Estimate (5.9) follows from an
application of [29, Theorem 1]. This result states that, in the notation of that paper,
if condition (Aϵ,0) holds, namely,∥∥(−∆)−1F − (−∆h)

−1PhF
∥∥
L2(Ω)

≲ h2∥F∥L2(Ω) ∀F ∈ L2(Ω),

then estimate (5.9) is valid. Condition (Aϵ,0) follows from a basic duality argument.
Finally, given r ∈ R, we denote by Hr

h(Ω) the space V (Th) equipped with the
following norm:

(5.10) ∥wh∥Hr
h(Ω) :=

(
Nh∑
n=1

Λr
n|Ŵn|2

) 1
2

.

The use of this notation for Hr
h(Ω) and ∥ · ∥Hr

h(Ω) is motivated by the following fact.

Proposition 5.2 (norm equivalence). Let r ∈ (− 1
2 ,

3
2 ). Then,

∥wh∥Hr
h(Ω) ≂ ∥wh∥Hr(Ω) ∀wh ∈ V (Th).

The implicit constants in this equivalence are independent of h.

Proof. Directly from the definition of the norm ∥ · ∥Hr
h(Ω) and the relations in

(5.6), it follows that

∥wh∥H0
h(Ω) = ∥wh∥L2(Ω), ∥wh∥H1

h(Ω) = ∥∇wh∥L2(Ω).

For r ∈ [0, 1], the result follows by interpolation. For the rest of the proof, we refer
the reader to [21, Lemma 2.2].
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6. An ideal discrete problem. We now introduce a numerical scheme that
directly follows the theory developed in section 3. Given s ∈ ( 12 , 1) and θ ∈ (1− s, s),
we define the bilinear form

(6.1) Ah : Hs−θ
h (Ω)×Hs+θ

h (Ω) → R, (vh, wh) 7→ Ah(vh, wh) :=

Nh∑
n=1

Λs
nV̂nŴn.

Using the definition of (−∆h)
s, given in (5.8), and the properties of {Φn}Nh

n=1 stated
in (5.6), we obtain, for every vh, wh in V (Th),

(6.2)

Ah(vh, wh) =

Nh∑
n,m=1

ˆ
Ω

(−∆h)
sΦnΦmV̂nŴm dx

=

ˆ
Ω

Nh∑
n=1

V̂n(−∆h)
sΦn

Nh∑
m=1

ŴmΦm dx =

ˆ
Ω

(−∆h)
svhwh dx.

We now present our ideal discrete problem: Find uh ∈ Hs−θ
h (Ω) such that

(6.3) Ah(uh, vh) = ⟨µ, vh⟩, ∀vh ∈ Hs+θ
h (Ω).

We immediately observe that, since V (Th) ↪→ W 1,∞
0 (Ω), the right-hand side of the

previous expression is well-defined. In addition note that, if we set, in (6.3), vh = ϕn
with n ∈ {1, . . . , Nh} we obtain that

Ah(uh, ϕn) = ⟨µ, ϕn⟩.

We now use (5.1) and write ⟨µ, ϕn⟩ as

⟨µ, ϕn⟩ =
Nh∑
m=1

⟨µ, ϕm⟩
ˆ
Ω

ϕ⋆mϕn dx,

Thus, using the identity (6.2) we can obtain that

ˆ
Ω

[
(−∆h)

suh −
Nh∑
m=1

⟨µ, ϕm⟩ϕ⋆m

]
ϕn dx = 0, n = 1, . . . Nh.

Since {ϕn}Nh
n=1 is a basis for V (Th), problem (6.3) can be equivalently rewritten as

(−∆h)
suh =Mh, Mh :=

Nh∑
m=1

⟨µ, ϕm⟩ϕ⋆m, Mh ∈ V (Th).

Existence and uniqueness then follow immediately. In addition, we may write

uh = (−∆h)
−sMh =

2 sin(πs)

π

ˆ ∞

0

t1−2s(t2I −∆h)
−1Mh dt,

where we used the Balakrishnan formula (2.5) with ∆ replaced by ∆h.
Notice, however, that none of the considerations given above yield statements

that are uniform for h > 0. The next result guarantees uniformity.
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Theorem 6.1 (BNBh). Let s ∈ ( 12 , 1) and choose θ ∈ (1 − s, s). The bilinear
form Ah satisfies the following inf-sup conditions:

inf
vh∈Hs−θ

h (Ω)
sup

wh∈Hs+θ
h (Ω)

Ah(vh, wh)

∥vh∥Hs−θ
h (Ω)∥wh∥Hs+θ

h (Ω)

≥ 1,(6.4)

inf
wh∈Hs+θ

h (Ω)
sup

vh∈Hs−θ
h (Ω)

Ah(vh, wh)

∥vh∥Hs−θ
h (Ω)∥wh∥Hs+θ

h (Ω)

≥ 1.(6.5)

Consequently, if s ∈ ( 12 ,
3
4 ), the unique solution uh ∈ V (Th) of problem (6.3) satisfies

(6.6) ∥uh∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≂ ∥uh∥Hs−θ
h (Ω) ≲ ∥µ∥M(Ω),

where the implicit constant is independent of h.

Proof. The proof of the discrete inf-sup conditions (6.4) and (6.5) follows the
approach of Theorem 3.2, using the definitions of the norm ∥ · ∥Hr

h(Ω) given in (5.10)
and the bilinear form Ah given in (6.1). The discrete stability estimate (6.6) is derived
using (6.4) and the equivalence stated in Proposition 5.2. Note that, since s−θ ∈ (0, 12 )
and s + θ ∈ (1, 32 ), the equivalence result of Proposition 5.2 applies. For brevity, we
omit the details.

6.1. Convergence. We now show the convergence of scheme (6.3). The argu-
ment is essentially a Strang-type result [15, Section 27.4].

Theorem 6.2 (convergence). Let s ∈ ( 12 ,
3
4 ) and ϑ ∈ (1 − s, s). Let u and uh

solve problems (1.1) and (6.3), respectively. Then, for every θ ∈ (ϑ, s), we have

∥u− uh∥Hs−θ(Ω) → 0, h→ 0.

Proof. Let wh ∈ V (Th) be arbitrary. Using the equivalence from Proposition 5.2
and an inf-sup condition from Theorem 6.1, we deduce that

(6.7) ∥wh − uh∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≂ ∥wh − uh∥Hs−θ
h (Ω) ≤ sup

vh∈Hs+θ
h (Ω)

Ah(wh − uh, vh)

∥vh∥Hs+θ
h (Ω)

.

Note that s − θ ∈ (0, 12 ), so Proposition 5.2 applies. To estimate the right-hand side
of the previous expression, we write the numerator Ah(wh − uh, vh) as follows:

Ah(wh − uh, vh) = Ah(wh, vh)−Ah(uh, vh)±A(wh, vh)±A(u, vh)

= (Ah −A) (wh, vh)− ⟨µ, vh⟩+ ⟨µ, vh⟩+A(wh − u, vh)

= (Ah −A) (wh, vh) +A(wh − u, vh),

where we have used that u and uh solve (1.1) and (6.3), respectively. Substituting
this identity into (6.7), we obtain

∥wh−uh∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≲ sup
vh∈Hs+θ

h (Ω)

(Ah −A) (wh, vh)

∥vh∥Hs+θ
h (Ω)

+ sup
vh∈Hs+θ

h (Ω)

A(wh − u, vh)

∥vh∥Hs+θ
h (Ω)

=: I+II.

To bound the term I, we first note that

(A−Ah) (wh, vh) = ⟨[(−∆)s − (−∆h)
s]wh, vh⟩−s−θ s+θ

=
〈
(−∆)s

[
(−∆h)

−s − (−∆)−s
]
(−∆h)

swh, vh
〉

−s−θ s+θ

=
〈[
(−∆h)

−s − (−∆)−s
]
(−∆h)

swh, (−∆)svh
〉

s−θ −s+θ

≤
∥∥[(−∆h)

−s − (−∆)−s
]
(−∆h)

swh

∥∥
L2(Ω)

∥(−∆)svh∥L2(Ω).
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We note that every vh ∈ V (Th) belongs to Hr(Ω) for every r < 3
2 . As a result,

(−∆)svh ∈ Hr−2s(Ω). Since, by assumption, s < 3
4 , every vh ∈ V (Th) thus satisfies

that (−∆)svh ∈ L2(Ω). We may now invoke an inverse inequality to obtain

∥(−∆)svh∥L2(Ω) = ∥vh∥H2s(Ω) ≲ h−s+θ∥vh∥Hs+θ(Ω) ≲ h−s+θ∥vh∥Hs+θ
h (Ω).

Note that 2s, s+ θ ∈ (1, 32 ). In addition, (5.9) with r = s gives that∥∥[(−∆h)
−s − (−∆)−s

]
(−∆h)

swh

∥∥
L2(Ω)

≲ h2s∥(−∆h)
swh∥L2(Ω)

= h2s∥wh∥H2s
h (Ω) ≲ h2s∥wh∥H2s(Ω),

where, in the last step, we used that s < 3
4 and invoked Proposition 5.2. We recall

that 2s ∈ (1, 32 ). Gathering all the previous estimates, we see that

I ≲ h2sh−s+θ∥wh∥H2s(Ω) = hs+θ∥wh∥H2s(Ω) ≲ hθ−ϑ∥wh∥Hs−ϑ(Ω).

In the last step, we invoked an inverse inequality. Note that θ − ϑ > 0.
The estimate for II is fairly straightforward. In fact, we have

II ≲ ∥wh − u∥Hs−θ(Ω).

We can now proceed to show convergence. Fix ε > 0. It is known that there
exists uε ∈ C∞

0 (Ω) such that

∥u− uε∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≲ ∥u− uε∥Hs−ϑ(Ω) < ε.

Note that we have used that ϑ < θ. We now estimate ∥u− uh∥Hs−θ(Ω) as follows:

∥u− uh∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≤ ∥u− uε∥Hs−θ(Ω) + ∥uε − wh∥Hs−θ(Ω) + ∥wh − uh∥Hs−θ(Ω)

≤ C1ε+ ∥uε − wh∥Hs−θ(Ω) + ∥wh − uh∥Hs−θ(Ω)

≤ C2

(
ε+ ∥uε − wh∥Hs−θ(Ω) + hθ−ϑ∥wh∥Hs−ϑ(Ω) + ∥wh − u∥Hs−θ(Ω)

)
≤ C2

(
2ε+ 2∥uε − wh∥Hs−θ(Ω) + hθ−ϑ∥wh∥Hs−ϑ(Ω)

)
,

where the constants C1 and C2 are independent of h and ε. Having chosen uε, we
select wh ∈ V (Th) accordingly. Set wh = Ihuε and choose r = s− ϑ, t = s− θ, and
m = s− ϑ in (5.2) and (5.3) to obtain

∥Ihuε∥Hs−ϑ(Ω) ≤ C3∥uε∥Hs−ϑ(Ω),

∥uε − Ihuε∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≤ C3h
θ−ϑ∥uε∥Hs−ϑ(Ω),

where C3 is independent of w and h. We note that r = s−ϑ ∈ (0, 12 ), t = s−θ ∈ (0, 12 ),
and m = r. In summary,

∥u− uh∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≤ 2C2ε+ C2(2C3 + 1)hθ−ϑ∥uε∥Hs−ϑ(Ω).

We can now set h≪ 1, sufficiently small, and convergence follows.

6.2. Rates of convergence. In the previous section, provided s ∈ ( 12 ,
3
4 ), we

obtained convergence without rates for scheme (6.3). This is not surprising, as the
regularity of the solution is barely sufficient for the problem to be well-defined. There-
fore, if rates of convergence are desired, the error must be measured in a weaker norm.
We do that here.
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Theorem 6.3 (convergence rate). Let s ∈ ( 12 ,
3
4 ) and θ ∈ (1 − s, s). If u ∈

Hs−θ(Ω) and uh ∈ Hs−θ
h (Ω) denote the solutions to (1.1) and (6.3), respectively, then

(6.8) ∥u− uh∥L2(Ω) ≲ hs−θ∥µ∥M(Ω).

Proof. The proof proceeds similarly to the classical Aubin-Nitsche duality result
but includes an additional step to account for the consistency error, which is the
difference between A and Ah.

Define e := u− uh ∈ Hs−θ(Ω) and consider the dual problem: Find ζ ∈ Hs+θ(Ω)
such that

(6.9) A(w, ζ) =

ˆ
Ω

ew dx ∀w ∈ Hs−θ(Ω).

Owing to Theorem 3.2, this problem has a unique solution. On the other hand, it is
clear that this problem implies

∞∑
k=1

λskwkζk =

∞∑
k=1

ekwk =⇒ ζk = λ−s
k ek, ∀k ∈ N.

Therefore,

∥ζ∥2H2s(Ω) =

∞∑
k=1

λ2sk
∣∣λ−s

k ek
∣∣2 =

∞∑
k=1

|ek|2 = ∥u− uh∥2L2(Ω).

We now let ζh ∈ V (Th) but otherwise arbitrary, and use the fact that the error e is
an admissible test function in the dual problem (6.9) to obtain

∥e∥2L2(Ω) = A(e, ζ) = ⟨µ, ζ⟩ − A(uh, ζ)±Ah(uh, ζh)

= ⟨µ, ζ − ζh⟩+ (Ah −A) (uh, ζh) +A(uh, ζh − ζ) = I + II + III.

We consider each term individually.
To bound the term I, we first observe that 2s ∈ (1, 32 ) and s + θ ∈ (1, 32 ). Next,

we choose ζh = Ihζ and set t = s+ θ and m = 2s in (5.3) to obtain

I ≲ ∥µ∥H−s−θ(Ω)∥ζ − ζh∥Hs+θ(Ω) ≲ hs−θ∥µ∥M(Ω)∥ζ∥H2s(Ω) = hs−θ∥µ∥M(Ω)∥e∥L2(Ω).

Having chosen ζh, we use the continuity of A to easily bound the third term:

III ≤ ∥uh∥Hs−θ(Ω)∥ζ − ζh∥Hs+θ(Ω) ≲ hs−θ∥uh∥Hs−θ
h (Ω)∥ζ∥H2s(Ω)

≲ hs−θ∥µ∥M(Ω)∥e∥L2(Ω),

where we used the discrete stability estimate (6.6) and the fact that ∥ζ∥H2s(Ω) =
∥e∥L2(Ω). Finally, we estimate the consistency error, which is encoded in the term II:

(Ah −A) (uh, ζh) = ⟨[(−∆h)
s − (−∆)s]uh, ζh⟩−s−θ s+θ

=
〈
(−∆)s

[
(−∆)−s − (−∆h)

−s
]
(−∆h)

suh, ζh
〉

−s−θ s+θ

=
〈[
(−∆)−s − (−∆h)

−s
]
(−∆h)

suh, (−∆)sζh
〉

s−θ −s+θ

≤
∥∥[(−∆)−s − (−∆h)

−s
]
(−∆h)

suh
∥∥
L2(Ω)

∥(−∆)sζh∥L2(Ω)

≲ h2s∥(−∆h)
suh∥L2(Ω)∥ζh∥H2s(Ω),
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where we have used (5.9). We may now proceed as follows:

|(Ah −A) (uh, ζh)| ≲ h2s∥uh∥H2s
h (Ω)∥ζh∥H2s(Ω) ≲ h2sh−θ−s∥uh∥Hs−θ

h (Ω)∥e∥L2(Ω)

≲ hs−θ∥µ∥M(Ω)∥e∥L2(Ω),

where we used the inverse estimate

∥uh∥H2s
h (Ω) ≲ h−s−θ∥uh∥Hs−θ

h (Ω),

which follows from the definition of ∥·∥Hr
h(Ω) given in (5.10) and the properties satisfied

by the discrete eigenvalues stated in (5.7), the stability bound (5.2) with r = 2s, the
fact that ∥ζ∥H2s(Ω) = ∥e∥L2(Ω), and the discrete stability bound (6.6).

In summary, we have deduced the following:

∥e∥2L2(Ω) = I + II + III ≲ hs−θ∥µ∥M(Ω)∥e∥L2(Ω).

This concludes the proof.

7. A practical scheme. Scheme (6.3) converges optimally in terms of regularity
in L2(Ω); see Theorem 6.3. However, it is not practical. It requires knowledge of the
spectral decomposition of the discrete Laplacian. In addition, its analysis requires us
to restrict the range of s, i.e., s < 3

4 .
To address these shortcomings we now present a practical scheme that remains

convergent in L2(Ω) with the optimal rate O(hs−θ). The idea is to use the scheme
proposed in [34] for a suitably regularized right-hand side.

7.1. The diagonalization scheme. Let F ∈ L2(Ω) and assume that Ψ =
(−∆)−sF . To approximate Ψ, after introducing the mesh Th and the corresponding
finite element space V (Th), we choose Y > 0, K ∈ N, and define the parameters

(7.1) Υk :=

(
ηk
Y

)2

, ψk :=
4 sin(πs)

Υs
kY2πJ1−s(ηk)2

, k = 1, . . . ,K,

where Jν is the Bessel function of the first kind (ν ∈ (0, 1)), and ηk is the k-th positive
root of J−s. Next, for k = 1, . . . ,K, we define Ψk ∈ V (Th) as the solution to

(7.2)

ˆ
Ω

∇Ψk · ∇vh dx+Υk

ˆ
Ω

Ψkvh dx =

ˆ
Ω

Fvh dx ∀vh ∈ V (Th).

Finally, we combine these results to obtain an approximate solution [34, Section 4.2]

(7.3) ΨK
h,Y =

K∑
k=1

ψkΨk ∈ V (Th).

The convergence properties of this method are summarized in the following result.

Proposition 7.1 (error estimate). Let s ∈ (0, 1), F ∈ L2(Ω), Ψ = (−∆)−sF ,
and ΨK

h,Y ∈ V (Th) be defined as in (7.3). Then we have

∥Ψ−ΨK
h,Y∥L2(Ω) ≲

[
h2s + exp

(
− Y√

CP

)
+

(
Y
K

)2s
]
∥F∥L2(Ω),

where CP is the best constant in Poincaré’s inequality. In particular, we may choose
Y ≂ 2s| log h| and K ≂ Y

h to obtain

∥Ψ−ΨK
h,Y∥L2(Ω) ≲ h2s∥F∥L2(Ω).
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Proof. See [34, Corollary 4.12].

We refer to [34] for motivation and additional properties of this scheme.

7.2. A practical scheme. We are now ready to describe our scheme. We as-
sume that, for ε > 0, we have a regularization µε ∈ L2(Ω) of µ ∈ M(Ω) and that this
regularization satisfies the following estimates:

∥µ− µε∥H−s−θ(Ω) ≲ εs+θ−1,(7.4)

∥µε∥L2(Ω) ≲ ε−1.(7.5)

In Proposition 7.4 below, we provide an example of such a regularization. As the
next step, following the diagonalization scheme described in subsection 7.1, we choose
Y > 0 and K ∈ N, and define {(Υk, ψk)}Kk=1 as in (7.1). For k = 1, . . . ,K, we then
introduce the function Uε

k ∈ V (Th) as the solution to (7.2), but with the right-hand
side F replaced by the regularization µε, i.e., U

ε
k ∈ V (Th) solves

(7.6)

ˆ
Ω

∇Uε
k · ∇vh dx+Υk

ˆ
Ω

Uε
kvh dx =

ˆ
Ω

µεvh dx ∀vh ∈ V (Th).

We then define the discrete solution as

(7.7) uK,ε
h,Y =

K∑
k=1

ψkU
ε
k .

The main convergence properties of this scheme are as follows.

Theorem 7.2 (error estimate). Let s ∈ ( 12 , 1), u be the solution to (1.1), and

let uK,ε
h,Y ∈ V (Th) be defined as in (7.7) with

Y ≂ 2s| log h|, K ≂
Y
h
, ε ≂ h.

Then, for h ≤ 1, we have the following a priori error bound:

(7.8) ∥u− uK,ε
h,Y∥L2(Ω) ≲ hs+θ−1.

Proof. Define uε := (−∆)−sµε ∈ Hs(Ω). Since µε ∈ L2(Ω), we additionally have
uε ∈ H2s(Ω). Using the stability estimate (3.6) we deduce

∥u− uε∥L2(Ω) ≲ ∥u− uε∥Hs−θ(Ω) ≲ ∥µ− µε∥H−s−θ(Ω) ≲ εs+θ−1,

where the last estimate follows from (7.4). Next, we apply the error bound from
Proposition 7.1 with F = µε to conclude that

∥uε − uK,ε
h,Y∥L2(Ω) ≲ h2s∥µε∥L2(Ω) ≲ h2s−1 ≤ hs+θ−1,

where we used (7.5), the scaling for ε, specifically ε ≂ h, the inequality θ < s, and
the fact that h ≤ 1. We conclude using the triangle inequality.

Remark 7.3 (bound (6.8) vs. bound (7.8)). Notice that for the scheme defined in
(6.3), we proved a convergence rate of order O(hs−θ), whereas our practical scheme
(7.7) has a convergence rate of order O(hs+θ−1). To compare these assume that
s ∈ ( 12 ,

3
4 ). Using that θ ∈ (1− s, s) we get

0 < s+ θ − 1 < 2s− 1, 0 < s− θ < 2s− 1.

In other words, an appropriate choice of θ gives the rate of convergence of order
O(h2s−1−δ) for both schemes, where δ > 0 is arbitrarily small. It is important to
note, in addition, that scheme (7.7) converges with this rate for s ∈ ( 12 , 1).
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7.3. Suitable regularizations. Recall that the practical scheme (7.7) relies on
the possibility of constructing suitable regularizations µε of µ. In the particular case
of µ = δz with z ∈ Ω, such constructions can be found, for instance, in [35, 24, 23].
Here, we show that regularization by convolution has all the required properties.

Proposition 7.4 (convolution). Let µ ∈ M(Ω), and let µε ∈ C∞
0 (Ω) be given

by convolution at scale ε > 0, i.e.,

µε = µ ⋆ ρε,

where ρ is a standard mollifier and, as usual, ρε(x) = 1
ε2 ρ(x/ε). Then, µε satisfies

(7.4) and (7.5).

Proof. We first note that, following [18, Proposition 8.49], for almost every x ∈
R

2, the integral

µε(x) :=

ˆ
ρε(x− y) dµ(y)

exists and it is finite. In addition, for every p ∈ [1,∞],

µε ∈ Lp(R2), suppµε ⊂ Ω̄ +Bε.

We now prove (7.4). Recall that, since 1 < s+ θ < 2s, we have Hs+θ(Ω) ↪→ C0,γ(Ω̄),
where γ = s + θ − 1 ∈ (0, 12 ); [1, Theorem 4.12, Part C]. Now let w ∈ Hs+θ(Ω) and
estimate

⟨µ− µε, w⟩−s−θ s+θ =

ˆ
Ω

w(y) dµ(y)−
ˆ
Ω

w(x)

[ˆ
ρε(x− y) dµ(y)

]
dx

=

ˆ
Ω

[
w(y)−

ˆ
ρε(x− y)w(x) dx

]
dµ(y).

Next, since w is continuous, an application of the mean value theorem shows that, for
each fixed y ∈ Ω there is z ∈ Bε(y) ∩ Ω for which [40, Corollary 11.3.4]

w(z) =

ˆ
ρε(x− y)w(x) dx.

We may thus continue using the fact that w is Hölder continuous and estimate∣∣ ⟨µ− µε, w⟩−s−θ s+θ

∣∣ ≤ ˆ
Ω

|w(y)− w(z)|d|µ|(y) ≲ εγ |w|C0,γ(Ω̄)|µ|(Ω)

≲ εγ∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω̄)|µ|(Ω).

Finally,

∥µ− µε∥H−s−θ(Ω) = sup
w∈Hs+θ(Ω)

⟨µ− µε, w⟩−s−θ s+θ

∥w∥Hs+θ(Ω)

≲ εγ |µ|(Ω).

The proof of (7.5) is simply an application of Minkowski’s integral inequality

∥µε∥L2(Ω) =

(ˆ
Ω

∣∣∣∣ˆ ρε(x− y) dµ(y)

∣∣∣∣2 dx
)1/2

≤
ˆ (ˆ

ρε(x− y)2 dx

)1/2

d|µ|(y)

≤ |µ|(Ω)
(ˆ

ρε(z) dz

)1/2

∥ρ∥1/2L∞(R2)ε
−1.
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Fig. 8.1. The left panel shows the solution to the fractional Laplacian (s = 0.65) with the right
hand side given by (8.1). For comparison, the right panel shows the solution to the Laplacian with
the same right hand side.

8. Numerical Illustrations. Let us conclude our discussion by presenting some
numerical illustrations. In the absence of exact solutions to illustrate the rates of
convergence our illustrations are of a qualitative nature. These were produced using
the FreeFem++ package [22].

In our experiments we set Ω = (0, 1)2 and s = 0.65. The triangulation is uniform
with h = 3.89105× 10−3, so that dimV (Th) = 65536. Following Theorem 7.2 we set

Y = 11.0982, K = 2852.

In the first experiment we let r = 0.3 and

(8.1) µ =
1

2πr
δΓ, Γ :=

{
(x, y)⊤ ∈ R2 : (x− 1

2 )
2 + (y − 1

2 )
2 = r2

}
,

which we regularize to

µε =
1

4πhr
χR, R :=

{
(x, y)⊤ ∈ R2 : (r − h)2 < (x− 1

2 )
2 + (y − 1

2 )
2 = (r + h)2

}
.

Figure 8.1 shows the solution to (1.1). For comparison, this figure also shows the so-
lution to −∆w = µε supplemented with homogeneous Dirichlet boundary conditions.
Observe the stark difference in the support properties of the solutions.

In our second experiment we consider

(8.2) µ = δz, z = (0.3, 0.7),

which we regularize to

µε =
1

πh2
χB, B :=

{
(x, y)⊤ ∈ R2 : (x− z1)

2 + (y − z2)
2 < h2

}
.

The results of our computations are shown in Figure 8.2. Once again, for comparison
we show the solution of the Dirichlet Laplacian with the same right hand side. We
note the steeper singularity for the solution of (1.1).
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Fig. 8.2. The left panel shows the solution to the fractional Laplacian (s = 0.65) with the right
hand side given by (8.2). For comparison, the right panel shows the solution to the Laplacian whit
the same right hand side.
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